Pronunciation Lesson 7

In this lesson, you will practice saying and differentiating similar tones, and saying different tone
combinations.

1~Tone 1to Tone 6

Let’s revise the six tones.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level

Diagram High | - e—

Mid — /
Low \ —

Step 1 £3 @1 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 6 together. Pay attention to the
pitch.
sil
silsi2
silsi2 si3
silsi2 si3 si4
sil si2 si3 si4 si5
silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — sil si2 si3 si4 si5si6 —
Sil si2 si3 si4 si5si6 — sil si2 si3 si4 si5 si6
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Step 2

Practice

§3 B2 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 6. Listen and repeat.
sil
silsi2
silsi2 si3
silsi2 si3si4
sil si2 si3 si4 si5
silsi2 si3 si4 si5 si6 — sil si2 si3 sid si5si6 — sil si2 si3 si4 si5si6 —
silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — sil si2 si3 si4 si5 si6

@ TIPS!

Come back and revise the set of the syllable si from Tone 1 to Tone 6 until you
can recall them effortlessly. It will be a useful tool that you can use to recall each
tone easily.

§3 83 Say the following syllables from Tone 1 to Tone 6. Try it yourself before
listening to the recording.

1. wanlwan2 wan3 wan4 wan5wané —
wanl wan2 wan3 wan4 wan5 wan6 -
wanl wan2 wan3 wan4 wan5 wan6

2. jimljim2jim3jim4jim5 jimé6 -
jim1jim2 jim3 jim4 jim5 jim6 -
jim1jim2 jim3 jim4 jim5 jim6

3. seoil seoi2 seoi3 seoi4 seoi5 seoib6 -
seoil seoi2 seoi3 seoi4 seoi5 seoi6 -
seoil seoi2 seoi3 seoi4 seoi5 seoib

4. jauljau2jau3jau4jau5jaub -
jauljau2jau3jau4 jau5 jaub -
jauljau2 jau3jau4 jau5 jau6

5. wuil wui2 wui3 wui4 wui5 wui6 -
wuil wui2 wui3 wui4 wui5 wui6 -
wuil wui2 wui3 wui4 wui5 wui6
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2 ~ Rising Tones

There are two rising tones in Cantonese:

Tone Number | Tone2 Tone 5
Tone Name Mid Low
rising rising

Diagram High
Mid /
Low

Both Tone 2 and Tone 5 start from the low pitch. The difference between them is that Tone 2 ends
at the high pitch, but Tone 5 ends at the mid pitch.

Step 1 §3 B4 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 2 and Tone 5 together. Pay attention to
the pitch. The pitch of Tone 2 goes up much more noticeably and rapidly than
that of Tone 5.

Si2 si5 — si2si5 — si2si5 - si2si5 - si2si5

Step 2 §3 85 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 2 and Tone 5. Listen and repeat.

Si2 si5 — si2si5 = si2si5 — si2si5 — si2si5

Practice

(D €086 Practice saying Tone 2 and Tone 5 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

fu2 fus - fu2 fus - fu2 fus

se2se5 — se2se5 — se2se5

€02 co5 — co2 co5 - co2co5

hau2 hau5 - hau2 hau5 - hau2 hau5
mou2 mou5 - mou2 mou5 - mou2 mou5

ok wh e

(2 €307 Youwill hear two syllables each time. Are their tones the same (S) or different (D)?

1. S@ si2 si5 2. @/D si2 si2 3. @/D si5 si5 4, @/D si5 si5
5. (D sissi2 6. SAD) si5si2 7. (SYD si2siz 8. S[D) si2si5

Pronunciation Guide ~ Pronunciation Lesson 7 P7-3


http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p7-section2
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p7-track6
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p7-track7
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p7-track4
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p7-track5

3 €088 Youwill hear three syllables each time. The first two syllables are Tone 2 and Tone 5
respectively. Which tone is the last syllable?

1. siQ[S 2. si2(§:1 3. si2[§;l 4, siQ[S
5. fu(;MS 6. se(;MS 7. coZ[Q 8. hauzzg

& €089 You will hear one syllable each time. Which tone is the syllable?

1. si2{§;1 2. si(;MS 3. si2[§;1 4, si(;MS
5. fu§;2(5 6. seQ(S 7. cozzg;z 8. mouzzQ

3 ~ Tones at the High Pitch

The following two tones are at or partly at the high pitch:

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2
Tone Name High Mid
level rising
Diagram High | - se—
Mid
Low

The pitch of Tone 1 remains steady throughout the whole syllable, whereas the pitch of Tone 2
goes up noticeably and rapidly in the syllable.

Step 1 §3 10 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 1 and Tone 2 together. Pay attention to
the pitch. Tone 2 has a noticeable change in pitch, but Tone 1 doesn’t.

Silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2

Step 2 §3 11 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 1 and Tone 2. Listen and repeat.

Silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2 — silsi2
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Practice

(D © 12 Practice saying Tone 1 and Tone 2 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

gaal gaa2 — gaal gaa2 - gaal gaa2

folfo2 - folfo2 - folfo2

baaul baau2 - baaul baau2 - baaul baau2
fulfu2 - fulfu2 - fulfu2

dail dai2 - dail dai2 - dail dai2

ok wh e

(2 €13 Youwill hear two syllables each time. Are their tones the same (S) or different (D)?

1. @/D silsil 2. S@ silsi2 3. @/D Si2 si2 4. @/D silsil
5. (D si2sit 6. (SYp si2siz 7. SAD) sitsiz 8 SAD si2sil

® € 14 Youwill hear three syllables each time. The first two syllables are Tone 1 and Tone 2
respectively. Which tone is the last syllable?

1. sil {(;1 2. si(;)[ 2 3. sig;)[ 2 4. sil {(;)

5. gaal Z(;l 6. fol {(;1 7. baau(;)( 2 8. fu(;){ 2
& € 15 You will hear one syllable each time. Which tone is the syllable?

1. si(;){ 2 2. sil zg;z 3. sig;)[ 2 4. sil {(;)

5. gaag;lz 2 6. fo(;){ 2 7. baaul (g; 8. dail (1;1
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4 ~ Tones at the Low Pitch

The following three tones are at or partly at the low pitch:

Tone Number | Tone4 Tone5 Tone 6
Tone Name Low Low Low
falling rising level
Diagram High
Mid /
Low —
~

All of these three tones start at the low pitch. The difference between them is whether the pitch
then goes down, goes up, or remains steady.

Step 1

Step 2

Practice

£3 16 Listen to the syllable si in Tone 4, Tone 5 and Tone 6 together. Pay atten-
tion to the pitch. Observe whether and how the pitch changes in the second half
of the syllable.

si4 si5si6 — si4 si5si6 — si4si5si6 — si4 si5si6 — si4 si5 si6
€3 17 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 4, Tone 5 and Tone 6. Listen and
repeat.

Si4 si5si6 — si4 si5si6 — si4 si5si6 — si4 si5si6 — si4 si5 si6

(D) € 18 Practice saying Tone 4, Tone 5 and Tone 6 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

1. haa4 haa5haa6 - haa4 haa5 haa6 — haa4 haa5 haa6
2. waid4 wai5 wai6 — wai4 wai5 wai6 — wai4 wai5 wai6

w

jedje5jeb — jedje5je6 - jed je5 je6

4. lou4 lou5 lou6 - lou4 lou5 lous - lou4 lou5 lou6
5. fu4fu5fu6 — fu4fusfué - fu4d fus fué

P7-6
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@ © 19 You will hear two syllables each time. Are their tones the same (S) or different (D)?

1. (SYD si4si4 2. (SYD si5si5 3. S[D) si4sis 4 SAD) si6si4
5. (SYD si4sia 6. SAD) si5si4 7. SAD) si6sis 8. (SYD  si5si5
9. s/D) sis5si6 10.(SYD siesie  11.(SYD si6si6  12. SLD) si4si6

3 €20 Youwill hear four syllables each time. The first three syllables are Tone 4, Tone 5 and
Tone 6 respectively. Which tone is the last syllable?

1. siQ{ 5/6 2. si4 [Q( 6 3. si4 A:}[ 6 4, si4/5 ZQ
5. si4/5 {Q 6. sin 5/6 7. haaQ[ 5/6 8. wai4/5 A;l
9. je4/5 ((;1 10. lou 4 (g;MG 11. qu[ 5/6 12. haa 4 ((;)[ 6

& €21 Youwill hear one syllable each time. Which tone is the syllable?

1. si4/5 [(;l 2. si4/5 [(;2 3. si4 [(;2[ 6 4, si4 [(;M 6
5. siQ{ 5/6 6. sig;)( 5/6 7. haaQ[ 5/6 8. wai4/5 Z(;)
9. jed zg;zz 6 10. IOUQ;M 5/6 11. fu 4 zg;zz 6 12. haa4/5 ((;)
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5~ Tone Combinations

¢ THINK!

In the previous lessons, you have tried to say words with multiple syllables. Do you
find it easy or difficult to say different tones consecutively?

This is an open-ended question.

You will practice saying words with different tone combinations (e.g., Tone 1 followed by Tone 1,
Tone 1 followed by Tone 2). This practice can train you to say different tones consecutively more
smoothly.

€3 22 Listen and repeat. The actual pitch of a tone is affected by its neighboring tones. Therefore,
you may find that some of the tones sound slightly different from when they are said individually.

1. Tonel Tonel silsil 5 Fret B
> g hoengl ziul feil geil caanltengl
banana plane restaurant
2. Tonel Tone2 silsi2 B+t B+t YNE
g / diklsi2 baalsi2 gungl jyun2
cab bus park
3. Tonel Tone3 silsi3 i IhER EE
g bol coi3 ji
. [ gungl fo3 zun'gl ji3
spinach homework to like
4, Tonel Tone4 silsi4 SREE BER %
g bol lo4 zukl kau4 soengl coeng4
~0 pineapple football mall
5. Tonel Tone5 silsi5 EE K ESL

siul maai5 sukl mai5 gingl lei5
/ siumai corn manager
I

Siumai is a type of street food in Hong Kong. (It is also the author’s favorite street food!)

6. Tonel Tone6 silsi6 eS| pill =F 3
g jinl juk6 caakl jimé jam1l ngoké
— bacon test music
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

) ) ) ) 3
> > > > >
D (0] D (0] D
N N N N N

—
o
=}
[0}
N

N\

Tone 3

l

Tone 3

|

Tone 3

Tone 3

Tone 1l

Tone 2

Tone 3

Tone 4

/

Tone 5

Tone 6

Tone l

Tone 2

Tone 3

Tone 4

si2 sil

si2 si2

Si2 si3

si2 si4

Si2 si5

Si2 si6

si3sil

Si3 si2

si3 si3

si3 si4

ZIN

ai2 gwaal
eggplant
21
coeng? zai2
sausage

ging2 caat3
police officer

RE
jin2 jyun4

actor / actress

Fim
zyu2 fu5
housewife

BIE
ho2 lok6
coke

syut3 goul
ice cream

ji3 fan2
spaghetti

VA E]
faat3 gwok3
France

e
TR2H

syun3 tau4
garlic

-+

jiliban
ke2 zapl
ketchup

mF
gaau2 zi2
dumpling

[E4E
dai2 fu3
underpants

1BEK

laam2 kau4
rugby

=z

ging2 cyus
police station
INER

siu2 hoké

elementary school

Ba

paau3 gukl
popcorn
515

hei3 jyun2

movie theatre

S
sing3 daan3
Christmas

dbzs
HZE

bui3 nong4
backpack

WE
fo2 cel
train

52FR
can2so2
clinic
AE
zau2 dim3
hotel
TR

so2 si4
key

Z3
haau2 si5

exam

kg
paau2 bou6
torun

iy

RE
fo3 satl
classroom

HE
gaau3tong?2
church

o
4]

cit3 gai3
design

214

hei3 coi4
equipment

Pronunciation Guide ~ Pronunciation Lesson 7

P7-9



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

P7-

Tone 3

Tone 3

Tone 4

Tone 4

Tone 4

Tone 4

Tone 4

Tone 4

Tone 5

~

Tone 5

~

10

Tone 5

Tone 6

Tone l

Tone 2

Tone 3

Tone 4

/

Tone 5

Tone 6

Tone l

Tone 2

/

Si3 si5

Si3 si6

si4 sil

Si4 si2

si4 si3

si4 si4

si4 si5

Si4 si6

si5sil

si5 si2

cou3 maib
brown rice

R
gaau3 lin6
coach

2R *‘.“—‘.‘
el

ning4 mungl
lemon

AR

ping4 gwo2
apple

1R

je4 coi3
cabbage
o

ngau4 jau4
butter

54

ngau4 naai5
milk

iES

tung4 si6
colleague

zZn
lou5 gungl
husband

ZE
lou5 syu2
mouse
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EF
zing3 ng5
noon

syut3 gwai6
refrigerator

FE

joeng4 cungl
onion

BiF

syu4 zai2
potato

B
mui4 gwai3
rose

laam4 kau4
basketball

A&
pang4 jaub
friend

[E£

tung4 hoké
classmate

ZEm
lou5 sil
teacher

BRER
ngaan5 geng2
glasses

)
kut3 min5
to exempt

%
zok3 jip6
workbook

i3
mo4 gul

m‘P

mushroom

/5
jau4 guk2
post office

iS
si4 gaan3
time

IR1T
ngan4 hong4
bank

RAR
mai4 nei5
mini

2%
jungé4 ji6
easy

ER

leng5 taail
tie

=

se5 wui2
society



27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

@ TIPS! Come back and revise until you can say all the tone combinations smoothly and you are

Tone5 Tone3

\

Tone5 Tone4

/

Tone 5

Tone 6

\3\3\
=) >
(o] (]
(6;] (6]

Tone6 Tonel

l

Tone6 Tone?2

|

Tone6 Tone3

Tone6 Tone4

~a

Tone 5

~

Tone 6

Tone 6

—

Tone 6

—) —

si5si3

si5 si4

si5 si5

si5 si6

si6 sil

Si6 si2

Si6 si3

Si6 si4

Si6 si5

Si6 Si6

Z4H
lou5 sai3
boss

lou5 po4
wife

50
maab ngai5
ant

FLE&
jyu5 loké
yogurt

i)
min6 baaul
bread

=)
jité gau2
hot dog

513
Si6 jing3

waiter / waitress

il
winge ci4

swimming pool

B
din6 nou5

computer
&t
wub si6
nurse

A=
1< HE

laang5 hei3
air-conditioning

mong5 kau4
tennis

tl! %
soeng5 mong5
to surf the Internet

=t
[ai5 mat6
gift

=

m

daan6 goul
cake

e
din6 waa2
telephone

bk
dei6 tit3
subway

EE
din6 jau4
email

RER
je6 maan5
night

B
hok6 haau6
school

familiar with how each tone combination sounds like.

RE
min5 fai3
free (price)

B
jyusjin4
language
KiE

wing5 jyun5
forever

a7
tou5 ngo6
hungry

24
hok6 saangl
student

FH

zi6 din2
dictionary
BB
zungeé jiu3
important

Gk
mané tai4
question

b
mat6 lei5
physics

EH
wan6 dungé
sport
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6 ~ Revision Section A

(D €23 Youwill hear two syllables each time. Are their tones the same (S) or different (D)?

1. SYyp si2si2 2. (SYD sitsit 3. (SYD siasi4 4. S[D) si3si6
5. (YD sissis 6. SAD) si4si6 7. SAD) si6si5 8. SAD) si2si5
9. s/D) si4sis5  10.SAD) silsi3 11 S(D silsiz 12.(SYD si6si6
13.5/D) si6sit  14.(SYD  si3si3

@ €24 Youwill hear seven syllables each time. The first six syllables are Tone 1 to Tone 6
respectively. Which tone is the last syllable?

1. si4 2. si3 3. sil 4, si2
5. si5 6. sib 7. ful 8. fan3
9. hon4 10. soeng5 11. fu2 12. fan 6

3) €25 Youwill hear one syllable each time. Which tone is the syllable?

1. sil 2. si2 3. si3 4, si4
5. sib6 6. si5 7. fu4 8. fan2
9. hon3 10. soengl 11. fub 12. fan5
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Instructions for Questions (4) to (7)
Follow the steps below to complete each question.

Step 1: Say the sound, word or sentence aloud yourself.
Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.
Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, word or sentence again.

&) €26 Saythe sounds below.

Initials
Aspirated Unaspirated
1. b 2. p 3. m | 4 f
5 d 6. t 7. n 8. |
9. g 10. k 11.ng | 12. h
13. gw 14. kw 15. w
16. z 17. ¢ 18. s 19. ]
Finals
1. aa 2. a 3. e 4, i 5. 0 6. U 7. eo |8. oe 9. yu
-i |10.aai |11.ai 12. ei 13.0i |[14.ui |15.e0i

-u | 16.aau |[17.au |18.eu [19.iu |[20.0u

-m |21.aam [22.am |23.em |[24.im 25. m
-n | 26. aan |[27.an 28.in [29.0on |30.un |31.eon 32. yun
-ng | 33. aang | 34. ang | 35. eng | 36. ing | 37. ong | 38. ung 39. oeng 40. ng

-p |4l.aap |[42.ap |43.ep |44.ip

-t |45.aat |46.at |[47.et |48.it |49.ot |50.ut |51.eot |52.0et 53. yut

-k | 54.aak |55.ak |56.ek |[57.ik |58.0k |59.uk 60. oek
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(6) €27 Saythe syllable si with the tones below.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level
Diagram High | — se—
Mid — /
Low \ —
(® €»28 Saythewords below.
1. BRE% ngaan5 geng2 glasses 2. $&M geng2 ganl scarf
3. %BIK leng5 taail tie 4. 'M%Z seotl saam1 shirt
5. #EE lind sanl kwan4 dress 6. F#% sau2 mat6 mittens /gloves
7. FR#5 pei4 daai2 belt 8. A% tol haai2 slippers

(D €329 Saythe sentences below.
1. BEE"H
kin2 heoi3 dai6 ji6 jip6.
Turn to page 2.

2. IRERE-

ganl zyu6 ngo5 duke.
Repeat after me.

3. B FERYF!
igram1 laa3, feil soeng4 hou2! ——
Correct. Very Good!

4. PEREDE > FBaITAY
m4 ngaam1 aa3, zoi3 si3 haa5 aal.
Not correct. Try again.

5. BORB&E?
jau5 mou5 man6 tai4?
Any questions?

P7-14

When you listen to this sentence, do you notice
that the initial of one syllable is not pronounced?
Listen again and circle the initial.

In this sentence, the syllable ngaam is pro-
nounced as aam without the initial ng. Thisis an
example of pronunciation variation. Cantonese
speakers in Hong Kong sometimes drop the
initial ng in a syllable. We will learn more about
pronunciation variation in Unit 0.
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7 ~ Revision Section B

(D €330 Youwill hear two syllables each time. Are their tones the same (S) or different (D)?

1. s/D) si3sil 2. (YD sitsil 3. (YD si4si4 4. (YD si6si6
5. S/D) si6si3 6. SAD) si5si4 7. (SYD sis5sis 8. (SYD  si2si2
9. /D) si6si4  10.(SYD i3s3 11.S(D) silsi6  12. SAD) si5si2
13. S/@ si2 sil 14, S@ si5 si6

@ €31 Youwill hear seven syllables each time. The first six syllables are Tone 1 to Tone 6
respectively. Which tone is the last syllable?

1. sil 2. si2 3. sio 4. sib
5. si3 6. si4 7. honl 8. soeng2
9. fu3 10. fan 4 11. hon5 12. soengb

3) €32 Youwill hear one syllable each time. Which tone is the syllable?

1. sid 2. sil 3. si4 4. si2
5. si3 6. sib 7. honb 8. soeng4
9. fus 10. fanl 11. hon2 12. soeng3
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Instructions for Questions (4) to (7)

Follow the steps below to complete each question.

Step 1: Say the sound, word or sentence aloud yourself.

Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.

Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, word or sentence again.

(&) €33 Saythe sounds below.

Initials
Aspirated Unaspirated
1. b 2. p 3. m | 4
5 d 6. t 7. n 8. |
9. g 10. k 11. ng | 12.
13. gw 14. kw 15. w
16. z 17. ¢ 18. 19. ]
Finals
1. aa 2. a 3. e 4, i 5. 0 6. U 7. eo |8. oe 9. yu
-i |10.aai |11.ai 12. ei 13. oi 14. ui | 15. eoi
-u |16.aau |17.au |18.eu |19.iu |20.o0u
-m |21.aam [22.am |23.em |24.im 25. m
-n | 26. aan |[27.an 28.in [29.0on |30.un |31.eon 32. yun
-ng | 33. aang | 34. ang | 35. eng | 36. ing | 37. ong | 38. ung 39. oeng 40. ng
-p |4l.aap |42.ap |43.ep |44.ip
-t |45.aat |46.at |[47.et |48.it |49.ot |50.ut |51.eot |52.0et 53. yut
-k | 54.aak |55.ak |56.ek |[57.ik |58.0k |59.uk 60. oek
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§d 34 Say the syllable si with the tones below.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level
Diagram High | — se—
Mid — /
Low —l
~

€3 35 Say the words below.

N oW

ZE lou5 sil teacher
B X nung4 ful farmer

E24 hok6 saangl student
2EM leot6 sil lawyer

JEE jin2 jyun4 actor / actress
2252 ging2 caat3 police officer

e o ~DN

§d 36 Say the sentences below.

1.

R elE 28T ?
cing2 man6 nil go3 zi6 dim2 duk6 aa3?
How to pronounce this word?

saft] TBd) BhR0E?

cing2 man6 ‘baal si2’ dim2 gaai2 aa3?

What is the meaning for ‘baal si2’?

sefe TBL BEEHEEG 2
cing2 man6 ‘baal si2’ ge3 ping3 jam1 hai6 mel aa3?
What is the Romanized Cantonese for ‘baal si2’?

safdl Tbus) MREEEREE(AMENS ?
cing2 man6 ‘bus’ ge3 gwong2 dungl waa2 haié mel aa3?
How to say ‘bus’in Cantonese?

&) Al BE AT A GE 18 I 2
cing2 man6 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 gong2 maan6 dil aa3?
Can you speak more slowly, please?
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{bALE faa3 zongl sil makeup artist
JHEA & siul fong4 jyun4 firefighter

‘baalsi2’is the word for bus in Cantonese.
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6. sAMIRIMERIAGEZ IRIT ?
cing2 man6 ho2 m4 ho2 ji5 gong2 do1l ci3 aa3?
Can you repeat it, please?

7. IBEER > RIBHAETAG o
m4 hou2 ji3 sil, ngo5 m4 hai6 hou2 ming4 aa3.
Sorry, I don’t quite get it.

Congratulations! You have completed the pronunciation guide. In this pronunciation guide, you
have learned to say the Cantonese sounds (the initials, finals and tones) and read Romanized
Cantonese in Jyutping.

¢ THINK!

Do you find anything in this pronunciation guide particularly challenging? Do you
think you are ready to use Jyutping to learn Cantonese in the coming units?

This is an open-ended question.
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