Pronunciation Lesson b

In this lesson, you will learn the following new sounds:

Initials | j,w
Finals aap, ap, ep, ip
aat, at, it, ot, ut, eot, oet, yut
aak, ak, ek, ik, ok, uk, oek
Tones Tone 6 (low level)

File ID: CL1_P5_001_Student
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1~ Tone 6 (Low Level)

Tone 6 is the low level tone. The pitch remains at the low pitch throughout the whole syllable. The
pitch of Tone 6 is slightly lower than the pitch of Tone 3.

Tone Number | Tone 6

Tone Name Low level
Diagram High
Mid

Low ——

Step 1 £ 01 Let’s revise Tone 3 first. Listen to the syllable si in Tone 3.
Si3 - si3 - si3 - si3 - si3

£3 82 Listen to the syllable si in Tone 6. Pay attention to the pitch. It is slightly
lower than the pitch of Tone 3.

Si6 — si6 — si6 — si6 — si6
§3 83 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 3 and Tone 6.

Si3 si6 — si3si6 — si3si6

Step 2 £ B84 Practice saying Tone 3 with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.
si3 — si3 - si3 - si3 - si3

§3 85 To say Tone 6, lower the pitch of Tone 3 a little. Practice saying Tone 6
with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.

Si6 — si6 — si6 — si6 — si6
§3 86 Practice saying Tone 3 and Tone 6 with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.

Si3 si6 — si3si6 — si3si6
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@ TIPS!

The pitch of si6 is similar to the pitch of the syllable ci in the English word
sociology.

§» 87 Listen.

sociology ci si6 — sociology cisi6 — sociology ci si6

Practice () 98 Practice saying Tone 6 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

zung6 — zung6 — zunge
mei6 — mei6 — mei6
ngoué — ngou6 — ngoué6
laan6 — laan6 - laan6
hon6 — hon6 - hon6é

ok

Congratulations! You have learned all the tones!
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2 ~Tone 1to Tone 6

We have learned all the six tones. Let’s revise them together.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level

Diagram High | - se—

Mid — /
Low \ —

The Romanization system Jyutping uses numbers to represent the tone of a syllable. It could be
difficult to remember which tone is represented by which number. You can try to associate each
tone with the shape of its number.

High level Mid rising Mid level Low falling Low rising Low level

-

v -

Step 1 §3 B9 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 6 together. Pay attention to the
pitch.
sil
silsi2
silsi2si3
silsi2si3 si4
silsi2 si3 si4 si5
Silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — sil si2 si3 si4 si5 si6 -
silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5 si6
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Step 2

§3 10 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 6. Listen and repeat.

sil
silsi2
silsi2 si3

silsi2 si3 si4

sil si2 si3 si4 si5

silsi2 si3si4si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 —
silsi2 si3 si4 si5si6 — silsi2 si3 si4 si5 si6

@ TIPS!

If you find it difficult to remember the tones, you can remember their similar
sounds in English.

‘ Tone 1 Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
sil si2 Si3 si4 si5 si6
season sea? Juicy sociology

Practice ¢ 11 Practice saying Tone 1 to Tone 6 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

1.

ful fu2 fu3 fu4 fus fue -

ful fu2 fu3 fu4 fus fue -

ful fu2 fu3 fu4 fus fue

fanlfan2 fan3fan4 fan5 fan6 -

fanl fan2 fan3 fan4 fan5 fan6 -

fanl fan2 fan3 fan4 fan5 fan6

honl hon2 hon3 hon4 hon5 hon6 -

honl hon2 hon3 hon4 hon5 hon6 -

honl hon2 hon3 hon4 hon5 hon6

soengl soeng2 soeng3 soeng4 soeng5 soengb —
soengl soeng?2 soeng3 soeng4 soeng5 soeng6 —
soengl soeng?2 soeng3 soeng4 soengb soengé
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3~ The Initial j

Step 1 £ 12 Listen to the initial j.

J=i-i-i-]

Step 2 £ 13 Listen and repeat.

e Bl Bl Bl

Hard palate
Hard palate A
The part of your
upper jaw just
behind your
alveolar ridge

Center of

tongue

@ TIPS!

Raise the center of your tongue toward
your hard palate quickly. You will feel the
left and right sides of your tongue touch
your upper teeth.

The initial j is not pronounced like the English j sound (as in the word job). Don’t

be confused by the letter .

€ 14 Listen.

Practice () 15 Practice saying the initial j with different finals. Listen and repeat.

1. j—e - je6 — je6 — jeb

2. j - yu - jyub - jyub - jyu6

3. j—am - jam6 - jam6 - jamé6

4. j-in - jin6 — jin6 — jin6

5. j — oeng - joeng6 - joengb6 - joengb

@ TIPS!

Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
Initial j [j] yasinyes ’
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4 ~ The Initial w
Step 1 £ 16 Listen to the initial w.

W-W-W-W-W

Step 2 £ 17 Listen and repeat.

W-W-W-W-W

Soft palate

Soft palate

The back of the roof
of your mouth

Back of
tongue

Practice ) 18 Practice saying the initial w with different finals. Listen and repeat.

aa — waab — waab — waab

0 — W06 — wob — wob

ai — waib — waié - waib
un — wuné — wun6é — wunb6

aobh W N e
£ £ £ g =
[

ong - wong6 — wongé — wongo6

@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Initial w [w] w asin we ’
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closed. While moving your lips, round
your lips a little and also raise the back of
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b ~ Combining a Vowel with an Ending Consonant

In the last lesson, we have learned the finals with -m, -n and -ng. In this lesson, we will focus on

the finals with the ending consonants -p, -t and -k.

Before we move on, let’s first revise the vowels we have learned.

€3 19 Listen and repeat.

€o

oe

yu

=
\&/

=R
\&/

i
\&/

)
\8/
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6 ~ The Finals Ending with -p

aa

a

e

-p aap

ap

€p

ip

Note that the final ep only appears in very few words.

Step 1

Step 2

£3 20 Listen to the finals ending with -p.

ok wnh e

aap —ap —ep - ip
aap — aap — aap — aap - aap
ap-—ap-ap-ap-ap
ep —ep —€ep - ep - ep
ip—ip~-ip~-ip~-ip

€3 21 Listen and repeat.

AR L

aap —ap —ep - ip
aap — aap — aap — aap - aap
ap —ap —ap —ap - ap
ep —ep —€ep - ep - ep
ip—ip~-ip~-ip~-ip

After saying the vowel, move your two lips toward
each other until your mouth is completely closed.
Don’t open your mouth immediately. Keep your
mouth closed until the next syllable. You will feel like
the syllable being cut suddenly.
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Practice Practice saying the syllables with the finals ending with -p. Listen and repeat.

@ TIPS!

If a syllable has a final ending with -p, -t or -k, the tone of that syllable will gener-

ally be a level tone (Tone 1, Tone 3 or Tone 6). There are only very few exceptions.

£

ok w e

£

ok N

£

22 TheFinal aap

d - aap - daapl - daapl - daapl
t — aap - taap3 - taap3 - taap3
C — aap - caap3 - caap3 - caap3
h — aap — haap6 - haap6 — haap6
Z — aap - zaap6 — zaap6 - zaapb

23 TheFinalap

S —ap - sapl - sapl - sapl
z — ap - zapl - zapl - zapl
n — ap - napl - napl - napl
h - ap - hap6 - hap6 - hap6
j = ap - jap6 - jap6 - jap6

24 TheFinalep

g - ep - gepb - gep6 - gepb

R

ok

@TIPS!

25 TheFinalip

g —ip - gipl - gipl - gipl
d - ip - dip2 - dip2 - dip2
s —ip — sip3 - sip3 - sip3

[ - ip - lip6 - lip6 — lip6

Jj = ip -~ jip6 - jip6 - jip6

Cantonese Sound

aap ap ep ip ’

IPA

[a:p] [ep] [e:p] [i:p]

P5-10 Pronunciation Guide ~ Pronunciation Lesson 5


http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p5-track22
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p5-track23
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p5-track24
http://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p5-track25

7~ The Finals Ending with -t

aa

-t aat

at

et

it ot ut eot oet yut

Step 1

Step 2

Blade of tongue
The flat part just
behind your tongue
tip

Alveolar ridge

The small ridge just

behind your upper
front teeth

£3 26 Listen to the finals ending with -t.

£ e Nk DN

aat — at — et — it — ot — ut — eot - oet - yut
aat — aat — aat — aat - aat

at — at — at — at - at

et —et-et-et-et

it—it-it-it-it

ot - ot — ot — ot — ot

ut — ut — ut — ut — ut

eot — eot - eot — eot - eot

oet — oet — oet — oet — oet

10. yut - yut - yut - yut - yut

€3 27 Listen and repeat.

£ Lo Nk

aat — at — et - it — ot — ut - eot — oet - yut
aat — aat — aat — aat - aat

at — at — at — at - at

et —et—et—et - et

it —it-it-it-it

ot - ot — ot — ot - ot

ut — ut — ut - ut - ut

eot — eot - eot — eot — eot

oet — oet — oet — oet - oet

10. yut - yut - yut - yut - yut

Blade of
tongue

Alveolar ridge

After saying the vowel, raise the blade of your tongue
to your alveolar ridge until they are in contact. Don’t
lower the blade of your tongue immediately. Keep
the blade of your tongue at the same position until
the next syllable. You will feel like the syllable being
cut suddenly.
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Practice Practice saying the syllables with the finals ending with -t. Listen and repeat.
§3 28 The Final aat

k — aat — kaatl - kaatl - kaatl

b — aat — baat3 - baat3 - baat3
m - aat - maat3 - maat3 - maat3
| - aat - laat6 — laat6 - laat6

w — aat — waaté - waat6é — waat6

SR O A

£ 29 The Final at

f - at — fatl - fatl - fatl

j — at - jatl - jatl - jatl

w - at — watl - watl - watl
d - at — dat6 — dat6 - dat6
z — at - zat6 - zat6 - zat6

ok wpn e

) 30 The Final et

p — et — pet6 — pet6 — pet6
3 31 The Finalit

b - it — bitl - bitl - bitl
d - it - dit3 - dit3 - dit3
t — it - tit3 - tit3 - tit3

s — it — sit6 — sit6 — sit6
[ - it - lite - lit6 — lit6

AR L A

) 32 The Final ot

1. g - ot - got3 - got3 - got3
2. h - ot - hot3 - hot3 - hot3

) 33 The Final ut

k — ut - kut3 - kut3 - kut3

f - ut - fut3 - fut3 - fut3

m - ut - mut3 - mut3 - mut3
b — ut — but6 - but6 - but6
w - ut - wuté — wuté - wut6é

ok wn e
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€ 34 The Final eot

C — eot — ceotl - ceotl - ceotl
z — eot - zeotl - zeotl - zeotl
| - eot — leot6 - leot6 - leot6

S — eot - seot6 — seotb - seot6

e

€ 35 The Final oet

1. ¢ - oet — coet2 - coet2 - coet2
2. g — oet — goet4 - goet4d — goet4

§3 36 The Final yut

1. t - yut - tyut3 - tyut3 - tyut3
2. k - yut - kyut3 - kyut3 - kyut3
3. ¢ - yut - cyut3 - cyut3 - cyut3
4. | - yut - jyuté - jyut6 - jyut6

5. | = yut - lyuté - lyut6 — lyut6

@ TIPS!

Cantonese Sound aat at et it ot ut eot oet

yut

IPA [a:f] [et] [£:€] [i:t] [D:f] | [u:f] | [et] | [o=e:f]

ly:t]
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8 ~ The Finals Ending with -k

aa a e i o u eo oe yu

-k aak ak ek ik ok uk oek

Step 1 £ 37 Listen to the finals ending with -k. Pay attention to the vowels i in ik and
uin uk. They sound slightly different from when we say them individually.

1. aak - ak — ek — ik — ok — uk — oek
2. aak — aak - aak - aak - aak

3. ak - ak - ak - ak - ak

4., ek — ek — ek — ek - ek

5. ik = ik = ik = ik - ik

6. ok — ok - ok - ok - ok

7. uk — uk = uk — uk - uk

8. oek — oek — oek — oek - oek

Step 2 §» 38 Listen and repeat.

aak — ak — ek - ik — ok — uk - oek
aak - aak — aak - aak - aak

ak - ak - ak - ak - ak

ek — ek — ek — ek - ek

ik — ik — ik = ik - ik

ok — ok - ok - ok - ok

uk — uk — uk — uk - uk

oek — oek - oek — oek — oek

Back of
tongue

N kW

After saying the vowel, raise the back of your tongue

to your soft palate. You will feel your whole tongue

Soft palate

The back of the roof
of your mouth

move backward. Don’t lower the back of your tongue
immediately. Keep the back of your tongue at the

same position until the next syllable. You will feel
like the syllable being cut suddenly.

@ TIPS! When saying the vowel i in ik or the vowel u in uk, open your mouth a
little more than when you say the vowel i or the vowel u individually.
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Practice Practice saying the syllables with the finals ending with -k. Listen and repeat.

€ 39 The Final aak

ok

¢ — aak — caakl - caakl - caakl

b — aak — baak3 - baak3 - baak3

j — aak — jaak3 - jaak3 - jaak3

ng — aak — ngaaké - ngaaké — ngaak6
w — aak — waak6 — waak6 — waak6

) 40 The Final ak

ok wpn e

d - ak - dakl - dakl - dakl

s — ak — sakl - sakl - sakl

h — ak — hakl - hakl - hakl

[ — ak — lak6 — lak6 — lak6

m - ak — mak6 - maké — maké

3 41 The Final ek

AR L

[ — ek — lekl - lekl - lekl

p — ek — pek3 - pek3 - pek3
t — ek — tek3 - tek3 - tek3
k — ek - kek6 - kek6 — kek6
s — ek — sek6 — sek6 - sek6

€ 42 The Finalik

ok

g — ik — gikl - gikl - gikl

j - ik - jikl - jikl - jikl

n - ik — nikl - nikl - nikl
z — ik — zik6 - zik6 — zik6
w — ik — wik6 — wik6 — wik6

§» 43 The Final ok

ok wn e

m — ok — mokl — mokl — mokl

f - ok - fok3 - fok3 - fok3

h — ok — hok3 — hok3 - hok3

ng — ok — ngoké - ngok6 — ngok6
w — ok — wok6 - wok6 — wok6
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) 44 The Final uk

1. b - uk - bukl - bukl - bukil
2. s — uk — sukl - sukl - sukl

3. j - uk = jukl - jukl - jukl

4. z — uk - zuk6 - zuk6 - zuké

5. | = uk — luk6 - luk6 — lukeé

§» 45 The Final oek

1. g - oek - goek3 - goek3 - goek3

2. ¢ - oek - coek3 - coek3 - coek3

3. z - oek — zoek6 - zoek6 - zoek6

4, | - oek - loek6 - loek6 — loek6

5. j - oek — joek6 — joek6 - joek6
@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound aak ak ek ik ok uk oek
‘ IPA [a:k] [ek] [e:k] [1k] [D:k] [ok] [oe:k]

P5-16
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9 ~ Revision Section A

(D Recall the initials you have learned in this lesson. Write them below.

(2 Recall the finals you have learned in this lesson. Add the finals ending with the ending conso-

nants -p, -t and -k to the table.

aa a e o u eo oe yu
P
-t
-k
(3) Recall the six tones. Write the tone numbers and tone names and draw the tones.
Tone Number
Tone Name
Diagram High
Mid
Low
Instructions for Questions (4) to
Follow the steps below to complete each question.
Step 1: Say the sound, syllable, word or sentence aloud yourself.
Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.
Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, syllable, word or sentence again.
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(&) €46 Saythe sounds below.

Initials
1. b 2. p 3. d 4. t 5 g 6. k 7. f 8. s
9. z 10. ¢ 11. m 12. n 13. ng 14. | 15. h 16. |
17. w
Finals
1. aa 2. a 3. e 4. | 5. o 6. u 7. eo 8. oe 9. yu
-i | 10. aai 11. ai 12. ei 13. oi 14. ui 15. eoi
-u | 16. aau 17. au 18. eu 19.iu 20. ou
-m |2l.aam [22.am [23.em |24.im
-n | 25. aan 26. an 27.1in 28.0n 29.un 30. eon 31. yun
-ng | 32.aang |33.ang |34.eng |[35.ing |36.ong |37.ung 38. oeng
-p |39.aap 40. ap 41. ep 42.ip
-t | 43. aat 44, at 45. et 46. it 47. ot 48. ut 49. eot | 50. oet 51. yut
-k | 52. aak 53. ak 54. ek 55. ik 56. ok 57. uk 58. oek
(&) €47 Saythe syllable si with the tones below.
Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level

Diagram High | - se—)

Mid —l /

Low —

~

P5-18
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() €48 Saythe syllables below.

1. wun2 2. naam5
6. kaatl 7. jip6

11. hon5 12. joek3
16. jik6 17. zyut3

3. ngoké6 4. baak3 5. wing5
8. ceotl 9. goet4 10. fukeé
13. san5 14. lem2 15. tim4
18. maang4 19. pin2 20. dakl

€3 49 |If you find this question challenging, practice with the additional recording. In the

additional recording, you will hear:

Initial Final Syllable Syllable in Tones Answer
W - un - wun - wunl wun2 - wun2
n - aam — naam - naamlnaam2naam3 naam4naam5 — naam5

(@ € 50 Saythe words below.

B9 diklsi2 taxi

B jaus guk2 post office
X hoké haau6 school
523K sukl mai5 corn

ZEF leot6 zi2 chestnut
2 hakl ziul black pepper
YEA jinljuké bacon

B &1t baak3 hapé faal lily

O N wh

€ 51 Say the sentences below.

1 FAFRE o
ngo5 giu3 aa3 waib.
Iam called Ah Wai.

2. WSFE=+—# o

ngo5 gam1 nin4 saam1 sap6 jatl seoi3.

Iam 31 years old.

3. KERFKERE o

ngo5 zungl ji3 jau4 seoi2 tung4 boul kekeé.

I like swimming and binge-watching TV series.
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10 ~ Revision Section B

(D Recall the initials you have learned in this lesson. Write them below.

(2 Recall the finals you have learned in this lesson. Add the finals ending with the ending conso-
nants -p, -t and -k to the table.

aa a e i o u eo oe yu

(3) Recall the six tones. Write the tone numbers and tone names and draw the tones.

Tone Number

Tone Name

Diagram High
Mid

Low

Instructions for Questions (4) to
Follow the steps below to complete each question.

Step 1: Say the sound, syllable, word or sentence aloud yourself.
Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.
Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, syllable, word or sentence again.
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(&) € 52 Saythe sounds below.

Initials
1. b 2. p 3. d 4. t 5 g 6. k 7. f 8. s
9. z 10. ¢ 11. m 12. n 13. ng 14. | 15. h 16. |
17. w
Finals
1. aa 2. a 3. e 4. | 5. o 6. u 7. eo 8. oe 9. yu
-i | 10. aai 11. ai 12. ei 13. oi 14. ui 15. eoi
-u | 16. aau 17. au 18. eu 19.iu 20. ou
-m |2l.aam [22.am [23.em |24.im
-n | 25. aan 26. an 27.1in 28.0n 29.un 30. eon 31. yun
-ng | 32.aang |33.ang |34.eng |[35.ing |36.ong |37.ung 38. oeng
-p |39.aap 40. ap 41. ep 42.ip
-t | 43. aat 44, at 45. et 46. it 47. ot 48. ut 49. eot | 50. oet 51. yut
-k | 52. aak 53. ak 54. ek 55. ik 56. ok 57. uk 58. oek
(65) € 53 Say the syllable si with the tones below.
Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3 Tone 4 Tone 5 Tone 6
Tone Name High Mid Mid Low Low Low
level rising level falling rising level

Diagram High | - se—)

Mid —l /

Low —

~
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() € 54 Saythe syllables below.

1. matl 2. duké 3. jam2 4. leot6 5. wang4
6. lekl 7. hot3 8. ceon4 9. nyun5 10. sap6
11. pet6 12. wut6 13. fung4 14. zaan2 15. gep6
16. daap3 17. ngong6 18. beng2 19. tit3 20. koeng5

€3 55 If you find this question challenging, practice with the additional recording. In the
additional recording, you will hear:

Initial Final Syllable Syllable in Tones Answer
m - at - mat - matl - matl
d - uk - duk - duklduk2duk3duk4duk5duké - duké

(D € 56 Saythe words below.

i dei6 tit3 subway

2% fo3satl classroom
#1%%] hung4 lo4 baaké carrot
HRZEZTE je4 coid faal cauliflower
FRH laat6 ziul chili

Aot ke2 zapl ketchup

T|HE syut3 goul ice cream
AJ4% ho2 loké coke

O N wh

€ 57 Say the sentences below.

L BT o
ngo5 duké6 zit3 hok6 ge3.
I study philosophy.

2. Ffp—{EEETEMERIE o
ngo5 hai6 jatl go3 cit3 gai3 sil lai4 ge3.
I am a designer.
3. FfEMAERREMR o
ngo5 zyu6 hai2 sek6 gip3 mei5 ge3.
I live in Shek Kip Mei (a district in Hong Kong).
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Listen to the following song. The song has a lot of syllables formed by the finals ending with
-p, -t or -k. Complete the syllables in green with p, t or k. Note that each (O below represents
one syllable.

BF YL —A)3E sia gwongl dou2 lau4 jatl geoi3 waa6
K5 lam4 gaal him1

0:18 OOOOOOOOO Ali_6
0:26 OOOOOOOOOOO

0:31 OOOOOO £ zoe_ 6 OOOO
0:36 OOOOO

0:39 OO0

0:42 OO #faa_ 300000

0:48 OOOOOOOOOO

0:55 OOOOOO M kyu_30OO0OO
1:00 OOOOOOO & lo__300000O
1:05 OOO0O

1:07 OO0

1:09 OOOOO#ku_30

1:14 OOO AR ba_10

IR ANO000000000000

1:22 OO0

123 OOO0O0OO0OOOO#EzZ_30
129 OO0

1:30 OOOOOOOOO

136 ORzu_10

1:33 OOOOOOO

1:40 OOOOOOOOO

1:46 +sa_ 6 OOO0O0
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