Pronunciation Lesson 2

In this lesson, you will learn the following new sounds:

Initials z,C

Finals a, eo
aai, ai, ei, oi, ui, eoi

Tones Tone 3 (mid level)

1~ Tone 3(Mid Level)

Tone 3 is the mid level tone. The pitch remains at the middle pitch throughout the whole syllable.
The pitch of Tone 3 is slightly lower than the pitch of Tone 1.

Tone Number | Tone 3

Tone Name Mid level

Diagram High
Mid —

Low

Step 1 §3 01 Let’s revise Tone 1 first. Listen to the syllable si in Tone 1.
sil — sil — sil — sil = sil

§3 B2 Listen to the syllable si in Tone 3. Pay attention to the pitch. It is slightly
lower than the pitch of Tone 1.

si3 — si3 — si3 - si3 - si3
§3 83 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 1 and Tone 3.

Silsi3 - silsi3 — silsi3 — silsi3 — silsi3
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Step 2 §3 B4 Practice saying Tone 1 with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.
sil — sil = sil - sil - sil

§3 85 To say Tone 3, lower the pitch of Tone 1 a little. Practice saying Tone 3
with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.

si3 — si3 = si3 - si3 - si3
§3 86 Practice saying Tone 1 and Tone 3 with the syllable si. Listen and repeat.

silsi3 — silsi3 — silsi3 — silsi3 — silsi3

Practice () 07 Practice saying Tone 3 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

paa3 - paa3 - paa3
se3 - se3 — se3
go3 - go3 - go3
fu3z - fu3d - fu3

w e
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2 ~Tone 1to Tone 3

We have learned the first three tones. Let’s revise them together.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3
Tone Name High Mid Mid
level rising level
Diagram High | - se—
Mid —
Low

Step 1

Step 2

§3 88 Listen to the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 3 together. Pay attention to the

pitch.

sil
silsi2

Silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3

§3 B9 Practice saying the syllable siin Tone 1 to Tone 3. Listen and repeat.

sil
silsi2

silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3 — silsi2si3

Practice ¢ 10 Practice saying Tone 1 to Tone 3 with other syllables. Listen and repeat.

1. paal paa2 paa3 - paal paa2 paa3 - paal paa2 paa3

2. golgo2go3 - golgo2go3 - gol go2go3
3. fulfu2fu3 - fulfu2fu3 - fulfu2fu3
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3 ~ The Initial Pair zand c

Cantonese Sound Aspiration

Initial z Unaspirated

Initial ¢ Aspirated =%
The Initial z

Step 1 £ 11 Listen to the initial z.

Z—-7Z—-72—-7-12

Step 2 £ 12 Listen and repeat.

Z—-7Z-72—-72-12

Blade of tongue
The flat part just
behind your tongue
tip

4 | N
Alveolar ridge -
The small ridge just
behind your upper Blade of
front teeth tongue
Open your mouth a Raise the blade of your Immediately lower the
little. tongue quickly to your blade of your tongue a
alveolar ridge until they little to create a narrow
are in contact. gap between the blade

of your tongue and your
alveolar ridge. Blow out
air through the narrow
gap softly.
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The Initial ¢ =

Step 1
Step 2

Blade of tongue
The flat part just
behind your tongue
tip

Alveolar ridge

The small ridge just

behind your upper
front teeth

€3 13 Listen to theinitial c.

c-Cc—-Cc—-Cc-¢

€3 14 Listen and repeat.

c-Cc—-Cc—-Cc-¢C

Open your mouth a
little.

Blade of
tongue

Raise the blade of your
tongue quickly to your
alveolar ridge until they
are in contact.
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Immediately lower the
blade of your tongue a
little to create a narrow
gap between the blade
of your tongue and your
alveolar ridge. Blow out
a large amount of air
through the narrow gap
to create a noticeable
sound of breathing out.
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Practice () 15 Practice saying the initials zand c with different finals. Listen and repeat.

l. z - aa - zaa3

C — aa - caa3s

zaa3 caa3 - zaa3 caa3 - zaa3caa3
2. z—-e - ze3

c-e-ce3

ze3 ce3 — ze3ce3 - ze3ce3
3. z-i-1z3

c—-i-c3

zi3 ci3 - zi3ci3 - zi3ci3
4. z -0 - z0o3
c -0 -co3
z03 co3 — z03 co3 - zo3 co3

@ TIPS!

Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English sound

Initial z [ts] jasinjump

Note that the initial z and the j sound in jump are not
identical. When we say the j sound in jump, we round our
lips. However, when we say the initial z, we don’t round our
lips.

Initial ¢ [tsh] t+sasincats
The initial c is similar to the ending sound of a word ending
with t and the plural s.
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4~ The Final a

The final a is formed by the vowel a alone. Note that the final a only appears in very few words.

Step 1 £ 16 Listen to the final a.

a-a-a-a-a
Step 2 £3 17 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to

check it if needed.

a-a-a-a-a

Tongue Position: Open your mouth a little by lowering your lower jaw a little.
Lower the front of your tongue a little.
Lip Shape: Relax your lips. Avoid rounding or spreading them.

Rest Position Finala

v
\Frontof
o tongue
i ‘ | |
o
s \/
\4
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Practice () 18 Practice saying the syllables with the final a. Listen and repeat.

1. g-a-ga3 - ga3 - ga3
2. z-a-za3 - za3 - za3

@ TIPS!
Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
Final a [e] uasincup ’
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5~ The Vowel eo

The vowel eo doesn’t form a final on its own. It is always combined with another vowel or an
ending consonant to form a final. Also, note that the vowel eo is not produced by combining the
vowel e and the vowel o. It is a sound different from both of them.

Step 1 £ 19 Listen to the vowel eo.

€0 — €0 — €0 — €0 — €0
Step 2 £3 20 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to
check it if needed.
€0 — e0 — €0 — €0 — €0

Tongue Position: Raise the center of your tongue toward your hard palate a little.
Lip Shape: Round your lips a little. Your lips will move forward a little.

Rest Position Vowel eo

Hard palate

Hard palate

The part of your
upper jaw just
behind your
alveolar ridge

Center of
tongue

i

@ TIPS! ‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound

‘ Vowel eo [e] There is no similar English sound for the vowel eo.
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6 ~ Combining Vowels

We have learned seven vowels so far. Let’s revise them.

€» 21 Listen and repeat.

\®/

.
&/

]
\&/

i
\&/

\&/

We can combine these vowels with the vowel i or u to form other finals. Note that not all combina-

tions are possible.

€y 22 Listen.
aa a e i o u eo
-i aai ai ei oi ui eoi
-u aau au eu iu ou

We will focus on the finals ending with the vowel i in this lesson and those with the vowel u in the

next lesson.

P2-10
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7~ The Finals Ending with the Vowel i

Step 1 £ 23 Listen to the finals ending with the vowel i. Notice the smooth transition
from the first vowel to the second vowel.

l. aa—-i—-aa+i- aai

2. a—-i—-ati-ai

3. e-i—-e+i-cei

4, o-i—-o0o+i— oi

5. u—-i—-u+i-ui

6. e0 - i —eo+i - eoi
Step 2 £ 24 Listen and repeat.

l. aa—-i—-aa+ti- aai

2. a—-i—-a+i-ai

3. e—-i—eti-ei

4, o-i—-o+i-oi

5. u-i-u+i-ui

6. e0o —i—eo+i— eoi
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8 ~ The Final aai
The final aai is formed by the vowels aa and i.

Step 1 £ 25 Listen to the final aai.

aai — aai — aai — aai — aai

Step 2 £3 26 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to
check it if needed.

aai — aai — aai — aai — aai

Hard palate
//

Hard palate

The part of your

upper jaw just >

behind your

alveolar ridge

Front of
tongue

Front of
tongue

4
Tongue Position: Open your mouth Tongue Position: Close your mouth
widely by lowering your lower jaw. a little. Raise the front of your tongue
Lower the front of your tongue. toward your hard palate until they are
Lip Shape: Relax your lips. Avoid almost in contact. You will feel the left
rounding or spreading them. and right sides of your tongue touch

your upper teeth.
Lip Shape: Spread your lips.
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Practice ()27 Practice saying the syllables with the final aai. Listen and repeat.

1.

p — aai — paai — paail paai2 paai3

2. g - aai — gaai - gaail gaai2 gaai3

3. s — aai - saai — saail saai2 saai3
@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Final aai [a:i] iasin jce ’
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9~ The Final ai
The final ai is formed by the vowels a and i.

Step 1 £ 28 Listen to the final ai.

ai —ai—ai—ai-ai

Step 2 £3 29 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to
check it if needed.

ai —ai—ai—ai-ai

Hard palate
//

Hard palate

The part of your

upper jaw just >

behind your

alveolar ridge

Front of
tongue

Front of
tongue

/T\
4

2
Tongue Position: Open your mouth Tongue Position: Raise the front of
a little by lowering your lower jaw a your tongue toward your hard palate
little. Lower the front of your tongue until they are almost in contact. You
a little. will feel the left and right sides of your
Lip Shape: Relax your lips. Avoid tongue touch your upper teeth.
rounding or spreading them. Lip Shape: Spread your lips.
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Practice (3 308 Practice saying the syllables with the final ai. Listen and repeat.

1. t - ai - tai — tail tai2 tai3
2. d - ai - dai - dail dai2 dai3
3. z - ai - zai - zail zai2 zai3

@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Final ai [ei] The vowel in fight ’
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10 ~ The Final ei
The final ei is formed by the vowels e and i.

Step 1 £ 31 Listen to the final ei.

ei—ei—ei —ei—-ei

Step 2 §3 32 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to

check it if needed.

ei—ei—e —ei—-ei

Hard palate
//

Hard palate

The part of your

upper jaw just

behind your
alveolar ridge

Front of
tongue

v

Tongue Position: Open your mouth
a little by lowering your lower jaw a
little. Raise the front of your tongue
toward your hard palate a little.

Lip Shape: Spread your lips a little.
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Hard palate

Front of

tongue

Tongue Position: Move the front

of your tongue further toward your
hard palate until they are almost

in contact. You will feel the left and
right sides of your tongue touch your
upper teeth.

Lip Shape: Spread your lips further.
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Practice 3 33 Practice saying the syllables with the final ei. Listen and repeat.

1. b — ei - bei - beil bei2 bei3
2. p - ei — pei - peil pei2 pei3
3. g - ei - gei — geil gei2 gei3

@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Final ei [ei] aasinage ’
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1~ The Final oi

The final oi is formed by the vowels o and i.

Step 1
Step 2

Soft palate

The back of the roof
of your mouth

Hard palate

The part of your
upper jaw just
behind your
alveolar ridge
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§» 34 Listen to the final oi.

oi — 0i — oi — oi — Oi

£3 35 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to

check it if needed.

oi — 0i — oi — oi — Oi

Soft palate
<
< /

Back of
tongue

@/

Tongue Position: Open your mouth

a little by lowering your lower jaw a
little. Raise the back of your tongue
toward your soft palate a little. You
will feel your whole tongue move
backward a little.

Lip Shape: Round your lips a little.
Your lips will move forward a little.

Hard palate

Front of
tongue

Tongue Position: Move the front of
your tongue toward your hard palate
until they are almost in contact. You
will feel the left and right sides of your
tongue touch your upper teeth.

Lip Shape: While keep rounding your
lips, spread your lips.
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Practice 3 36 Practice saying the syllables with the final oi. Listen and repeat.

1. g - oi - goi — goil goi2 goi3

2. z — oi — zoi — zoil zoi2 zoi3

3. ¢ - oi - coi - coil coi2 coi3
@TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Final oi [>:i] or [2:y] oy as in boy ’
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12 ~ The Final ui
The final ui is formed by the vowels u and i.

Step 1 € 37 Listen to the final ui,

ui — ui = ui = ui — ui

Step 2 §3 38 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to

check it if needed.

ui — ui = ui = ui — ui

Soft palate Soft palate

The back of the roof
of your mouth

Hard palate
The part of your
upper jaw just
behind your
alveolar ridge

Back of
tongue

Tongue Position: Lower the tip of
your tongue and raise the back of
your tongue toward your soft palate.
You will feel your whole tongue move
backward.

Lip Shape: Round your lips tightly.
Your lips will move forward.
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Hard palate

Front of
tongue

Tongue Position: Move the front of
your tongue toward your hard palate
until they are almost in contact. You
will feel the left and right sides of your
tongue touch your upper teeth.

Lip Shape: While keep rounding your
lips, spread your lips.
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Practice () 39 Practice saying the syllables with the final ui. Listen and repeat. Note
that the syllables bui2 and fui2 are not included below because they don’t repre-

sent any words.

1. b — ui — bui — buil bui3
2. f - ui - fui - fuil fui3
@ TIPS!
Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound
Final ui [uzi] or [uzy] There is no similar English sound for the final ui.

Pronunciation Guide ~ Pronunciation Lesson 2

P2-21


https://opencantonese.org/link/cl1-p2-track39

13 ~ The Final eoi
The final eoi is formed by the vowels eo and i.

Step 1 £ 40 Listen to the final eoi.

€eoi — eoi — eoi — eoi — eoi

Step 2 3 41 Listen and repeat. Pay attention to your mouth shape. Use a mirror to
check it if needed.

€eoi — eoi — eoi — eoi — eoi

Hard palate Hard palate
/
Hard palate /
The part of your
upper jaw just >
behind your
alveolar ridge
Front of
Center of tongue
tongue
4
Tongue Position: Raise the center of Tongue Position: Move the front of
your tongue toward your hard palate your tongue toward your hard palate
a little. until they are almost in contact. You
Lip Shape: Round your lips a little. will feel the left and right sides of your
Your lips will move forward a little. tongue touch your upper teeth.

Lip Shape: While keep rounding your
lips, spread your lips.
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Practice 3 42 Practice saying the syllables with the final eoi. Listen and repeat.

1. d - eoi - deoi — deoil deoi2 deoi3

2. s — eoi — seoi — seoil seoi2 seoi3

3. C - eoi - ceoi - ceoil ceoi2 ceoi3
@ TIPS!
‘ Cantonese Sound IPA Similar English Sound ’
‘ Final eoi [ei] or [ey] There is no similar English sound for the final eoi. ’
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14 ~ Revision Section A

(D Recall the initials you have learned in this lesson. Write them below.

(2 Recall the finals you have learned in this lesson. Add the finals ending with the vowel i to the
table.

aa a e i o u eo

-i | aai ai ei oi ui €oi

(3) Recall the tones you have learned so far. Write the tone numbers and tone names and draw

the tones.
Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3
Tone Name High Mid Mid

level rising level

Diagram High | - ee—
Mid ———

Low
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Instructions for Questions (4) to (7)

Follow the steps below to complete each question.

Step 1: Say the sound, syllable or word aloud yourself.

Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.
Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, syllable or word again.

(&) €43 Saythe sounds below.

Initials

1. b 2. p 3. 4. 5 g 6. 7. f 8. s ’
9. z 10. ¢ ’
Finals
‘ 1. aa 2. a 3. e 4. | 5. o 6. u 7. eo ’
‘ -i | 8. aai 9. ai 10. ei 11. oi 12. ui 13. eoi ’

(& 44 Saythe syllable si with the tones below.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3
Tone Name High Mid Mid
level rising level
Diagram High | - se—
Mid ——
Low
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() €45 Saythe syllables below.

1. paai3 2. buil 3. tai2 4, ci3
5. fu3 6. doi2 7. kei2 8. ga3
9. saal 10. fel 11. sol 12. zeoi3

€3 46 |If you find this question challenging, practice with the additional recording. In the
additional recording, you will hear:

Initial Final Syllable Syllablein Tones Answer
p - aai - paai - paailpaai2paaild - paai3
b - ui - bui - buil - buil

(@ € 47 Saythe words below.

Zf gail chicken

7K seoi2 water

Y caal fork

RF faai3 zi2 chopsticks
757K hei3 seoi2 soft drink

o bk w e
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15 ~ Revision Section B

(D Recall the initials you have learned in this lesson. Write them below.

(2 Recall the finals you have learned in this lesson. Add the finals ending with the vowel i to the

table.

aa

€eo

-i | aai

ai

ei

oi

ui

€oi

(3) Recall the tones you have learned so far. Write the tone numbers and tone names and draw

the tones.
Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3
Tone Name High Mid Mid
level rising level
Diagram High | - se—
Mid ——
Low
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Instructions for Questions (4) to (7)
Follow the steps below to complete each question.

Step 1: Say the sound, syllable or word aloud yourself.

Step 2: Listen to the recording and compare your pronunciation to the recording.

Step 3: Follow the recording and say the sound, syllable or word again.

(&) £ 48 Saythe sounds below.

Initials
1. b 2. p 3. d 4. t 5 g 6. k 7. f 8. s ’
9. z 10. ¢ ’
Finals
‘ 1. aa 2. a 3. e 4. | 5. o 6. u 7. eo ’
‘ -i | 8. aai 9. ai 10. ei 11. oi 12. ui 13. eoi ’

(® 49 Saythe syllable si with the tones below.

Tone Number | Tonel Tone 2 Tone 3
Tone Name High Mid Mid
level rising level

Diagram High | - ee—
Mid ———

Low
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() )50 Saythe syllables below.

1. faal 2. coi3 3. ze2 4. sai2
5. kei3 6. gul 7. cil 8. teoil
9. bui3 10. po2 11. daai2 12. za3

£3 571 If you find this question challenging, practice with the additional recording. In the
additional recording, you will hear:

Initial Final Syllable Syllablein Tones Answer
f - aa - faa - faal - faal
c - oi - «coi - coilcoi2coi3 - coi3

(@ £ 52 Saythe words below.

7 buil cup

2 toi2 table

i zel umbrella

et feil geil plane
&3 bol coi3 spinach

o bk w e
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Listen to the following song. Complete the syllables in green with the finals ending with the
vowel i. Note that each O below represents one syllable.

$34F 34138 hou2 hou2 dei6 gwo3
RubberBand

0:18 m_ui 50 O0O0O
024 O#fk_oi 3000 OOOO
0:30 Ofiig aai 1 OOOO

0:35 OOfFs_ ai 10 OO OO

0:44 OO0 OOOO
051 fRn_ei 5000 O OO
056 OO&w _ui 500 OOO00O OOOO

1:01 Egw_ai 1000 OOOO

1:08 O OO0OO

114 OO0O0 OfFz o 600
120 OO0 OOOO OO OO0
125 OO0O0O00O

1:28 OFEh eoi 10000
1:34 OOO00OO0OF®hh_ei 3

1:37 OO OOOO0O

1:40 OO OOOO0O
1:43 OO0 OOO0O

146 OOOOOO#_eoi 5
1:49 OO0 OO0O

1:52  OO00O

1:57 OO XKt _aai 30
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